RECOMMENDED MAINTENANCE 

WATER CONSERVATION MEASURES FOR ON SITE SEWAGE FACILITY (0SSF)

An OSSF SHOULD NOT BE TREATED AS IF IT WERE A CITY SEWER SYSTEM.
The excessive use of in-sink garbage grinders and grease discarding should be avoided.  In sink garbage grinders can cause a rapid buildup of sludge or scum resulting in a requirement for more frequent cleaning and possible system failure.

Do not use the toilet to dispose of cleaning tissues, cigarette butts, or other trash.  This disposal practice will waste water and also impose an undesired solids load on the treatment system.

Septic tanks shall be cleaned before sludge accumulates to a point where is approached the bottom of the outlet device.  If sludge accumulates to this point, solids will leave the tank with the liquid and possibly cause clogging of the perforations in the drain field line resulting in sewage surfacing or backing up into the house through the plumbing fixtures.

Since it is not practical for the average homeowner to inspect his tank and determine the need for cleaning, a regular schedule of cleaning the tank at two-to-three year intervals should be established.  Commercial cleaners are equipped to readily perform the cleaning operation.  Owners of septic tank systems shall engage only persons registered with the TCEQ to transport the septic tank cleanings.

Do not build driveways, storage buildings, or other structures over the treatment works or its disposal field. Chemical additives or the so-called enzymes are not necessary for the operation of a septic tank.  Some of these additives may even be harmful to the tank’s operation.

Soaps, detergents, bleaches, drain cleaners, and other household cleaning materials will very seldom affect the operation of the system.  However, moderation should be exercised in the use of such materials. It is not advisable to allow water softener back flush to enter into any portion of the OSSF.

The liquid from the OSSF is still heavily laden with bacteria.  The surfacing of this liquid constitutes a hazard to the health of those that might come into contact with it.

WATER CONSERVATION MEASURES/PRACTICES:

Showers usually use less water than baths.  Install water saving showerhead that uses less than two and ½ gallons per minute and saves both water and energy.

If you take a tub bath, reduce the level of water in the tub from the level to which you customarily fill it.

Leaky faucets and faulty toilet fill-up mechanisms should be repaired as quickly as possible.

Check toilets for leaks that may not be apparent.  Add a few drops of food coloring to the tank.  Do not flush.  If the color appears in the bowl within a few minutes, the toilet fill or ball cock valve need to be adjusted to prevent water from overflowing the stand pipe or the flapper at the bottom of the toilet tank need to be replaced

Reduced the amount of water used for flushing the toilet by installing one of the following:  a new toilet (1.6 gallon); a toilet tank dam; or filling and capping one-quart plastic bottles with water (usually one is all that will fit in smaller toilet tanks) and lowering them into the tank of the existing 3.5 gallon or larger toilet.  Do not use bricks since they may crumble and cause damage to the fixture.

Try to run the dishwasher with a full load, whenever possible.

Avoid running the water continuously for brushing teeth, washing hands, rinsing kitchen utensils or for cleaning vegetables.

Use faucet aerators that restrict flow to no more than 2.2 gallons per minute to reduce water consumption.

Keep a container of drinking water in the refrigerator instead of running the faucet until the water turns cool.

Insulate all hot water pipes to avoid long delays of wasted water while waiting for the heated water.

